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As the year comes to an end, I 
have been reflecting on my pro-
fessional accomplishments over 
the past year, which I would 
encourage everyone to 
do.   One of my proudest ac-
complishments was serving our 
organization.  As I reflect on the 
opportunity, serving as Presi-

dent of the So Cal Chapter was amazing and 
rewarding.  The reward was working with so 
many great volunteers who deliver the numer-
ous successful programs for the benefit of the 
organization throughout the year.  The amazing 
part was the support I received from everyone 
along the way. 

The experience working with the volunteers who 
put endless hours into making the Chapter 
award winning is wonderful.  Through their ef-
forts, we hosted many successful events that set 
the bar very high.  We once again received the 
PACE award from National. 

It was my pleasure serving with our fellow Direc-
tors.  Their support and friendship made the po-
sition a pleasure.  Their collective efforts are 
simply amazing.  

This past year, the Chapter successfully hosted events and 
delivered programs which included the Chapter Lunches, 
PWI, Golf Tournament, Newsmagazine, Streets and Tech-
nology, Awards, Mentoring, Scholarship and Sponsorship 
Programs, Greenbook Training, Young Professionals, Vol-
unteer event at the Food Bank, Committee Recognition 
Event and Audit.  The collective efforts to put on these 
events and manage these programs with the success we 
have had seems easy, but those behind the scenes know it 
takes a lot of effort.  If you are not taking advantage of these 
membership benefits, I would encourage you to consider 
them in 2018. 

It goes without saying that we all appreciate our sponsors of 
the Organization.  Without them we could not accomplish 
everything we do.  Thank you to the 2017 Gold Level Spon-
sors, Anderson Pena, GK & Associates, SA Associates and 
Willdan. 

In looking at your accomplishments over the past year, if 
you do not see where you are giving back to the profession, 
you need to set a goal to get involved and the Chapter level 
is where you can.  To do that, reach out to a Board member 
and see how you can help.  The professional development 
and lifetime colleagues you gain are rewarding. 

As we move into January, we will see the Officer rotation 

(Continued on page 7 - President’s Message) 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

 

Helping at Second Harvest—President Elect Tim D’Zmura and  
VP Pat Somerville – and a good friend, too. 
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SMALL WIRELESS CELL SITES—WHAT IS NEXT? 
MICHAEL JOHNSTON l ASSOCIATE I TELECOM LAW FIRM, PC 

 

If you were awake at 11:59 pm on October 15, you might 
have heard the collective sigh of relief from local govern-
ments across California. With barely a minute to spare be-
fore SB 649—the wireless industry’s so-called “small cell” 
bill—would have become law, Governor Brown vetoed it and 
local governments dodged a major bullet. That bill followed 
an industry-led movement in state 
legislatures across the country to 
preempt local authority over small 
cell deployments and cede control 
of public property for private use. 

In particular, SB 649 would have 
required local governments to (1) 
implement a non-discretionary 
permit process for small cells and 
(2) accept below-market rates and 
less-than-full cost reimbursement 
for attachments to municipal infra-
structure. 

Make no mistake, there was noth-
ing “small” about SB 649. Alt-
hough FCC Chairman Ajit Pai has 
often-repeated the industry refrain 
that a small cell is merely the size of a pizza box, SB 649 
would have required local governments to approve new ra-
dio equipment as large as 35 cubic feet in total volume. A 
far cry from a pizza box, this commercial refrigerator-sized 
equipment could have popped up in the rights-of-way practi-
cally overnight. Considering that wireless industry estimates 
peg the number of new small cells per square mile at 10 to 
25 per carrier, SB 649 had the potential to alter the physical 
landscape of California cities and towns to a staggering de-
gree.     

In his veto message, Governor Brown appeared to under-
stand the raw deal that SB 649 provided local governments: 
that local interests over the rights-of-way simply “requires a 
more balanced solution than the one achieved in this bill.” 

However, to be clear, the fight is not over. Not only is the 
state legislature expected to revive the bill in 2018, but the 
Feds are also poised to act with new FCC rules and even a 
potential rewrite of the Telecommunications Act that would 
further trample and severely limit local authority in wireless 
deployment. In late October, U.S. Senators John Thune (R-
South Dakota) and Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) circulated a 
draft bill in the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee that 
would effectively write the same blank check that the wire-
less industry sought under SB 649. Organizations like the 
League of California Cities are closely tracking these devel-
opments.  

Despite the Governor’s veto of SB 649 and the likelihood of 

future state and federal action, local governments now have 
an opportunity to begin developing flexible, collaborative, 
and consensus-based small cell policies that promote de-
ployment in a responsible way. Whether from our own expe-
rience or the experiences of communities in other states, 
there are lessons to be learned about what California local 

governments can be doing right 
now to position themselves for the 
inevitable next legislative push by 
the wireless industry. 

What is Happening in Other 
States? 

In other states where SB 649-style 
small cell bills were adopted, local 
governments have taken several 
approaches. Many have begun 
drafting new regulations to comply 
with state law, with some even 
putting a temporary hold on small 
cell applications prior to adopting 
new local ordinances. During this 
time, the FCC has fielded at least 
one complaint from an industry 

party that objected to this practice as a violation of federal 
law, which rather ironically would not have occurred in the 
absence of state small cell regulation. 

Some local governments have ponied up to sue their states, 
but it appears that only municipalities in Ohio have succeed-
ed and such success is not likely to be repeated. In those 
cases, courts struck down the small cell bill on “anti-
logrolling” grounds because the Ohio legislature bundled it 
with wholly unrelated measures that ranged from pet store 
regulations to a minimum wage increase. The legislature is 
expected to revive a similar bill in 2018.  

In Texas, a coalition of approximately 20 municipalities is 
challenging its new small cell bill under state law, but it is 
too early to tell whether the claims are likely to be success-
ful. Whether Texas municipalities would succeed on the 
merits hides the real issue for California cities: that small 
cells are an inevitable component of wireless network archi-
tecture and local governments must still find a way to pro-
cess applications faster and in greater numbers than ever 
before. 

What Should California Cities Be Doing to Position 
Themselves for the Future? 

In the wake of SB 649’s veto, California local governments 
should look at this time as an opportunity to develop their 
own logical and reasonable frameworks for true small cells 
absent political pressure from the state. The following rec-

The Southern California Chapter of the American Public 
Works Association (APWA) extends its deepest gratitude to 
Governor Brown and his dedicated staff for their leadership 
and political courage. Thank you, Governor Brown! 

Governor Brown’s SB 649 Veto Message 

To the Members of the California State Senate: 

I am returning Senate Bill 649 without my signature. This bill 
establishes a uniform permitting process for small cell wire-
less equipment and fixes the rates local governments may 
charge for placement of that equipment on city or county 
owned property, such as streetlights and traffic signal poles. 

There is something of real value in having a process that 
results in extending this innovative technology rapidly and 
efficiently. Nevertheless, I believe that the interest which lo-
calities have in managing rights of way requires a more bal-
anced solution than the one achieved in this bill. 

Sincerely, Edmund G. Brown Jr. 
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ommendations may be a good starting point: 

Adopt flexible wireless ordinances and policies that can 
respond quickly to changes in law and technology. New 
FCC rules typically become effective 30 days after publica-
tion in the Federal Register. State laws commonly become 
effective on January 1 of the next year. In contrast, local 
ordinances are drafted in response to changes in law and 
technology and can take months to craft, pass and become 
effective. Cities can reduce this lag time by adopting broad-
er and more flexible wireless ordinances that authorize local 
staff to implement specific procedures and design guidelines 
via city council resolution that takes immediate effect. 

Collaborate with industry and community stakeholders 
to develop pre-approved small cell configurations. 
Small cell design standards are useless if they do not reflect 
reality. Work with the industry and the community to develop 
pre-approvable design standards for true small cells that 
would be subject to a ministerial permitting process. The 
deployment of small cells is unavoidable, so treat this as a 
necessary—not optional—process. Be prepared to move 
forward even if the residents push against this process. 

Teach, and then teach again. Portions of the public are 
distrustful of the need for small cells, and the radio transmis-
sions from those small cells. Educating the public as to the 
need for small cells is the industry’s job. Describing the FCC 
standards for radio emissions safety—and the limitations 
placed on local governments—is best done by local govern-
ments.  

Develop and streamline the process for licensing of mu-
nicipality-owned poles in the public rights-of-way. Even 
without a state mandate to provide access to public infra-

structure, city street lights, traffic signals and wood poles will 
continue to attract small cell deployment proposals. Devel-
oping a standard access agreement and fee structure for 
attachments to public property will make it easier to transi-
tion to a world when state or federal law requires such ac-
cess. 

Contact and build relationships with your electric ser-
vice provider’s engineers. Small cells mounted on utility 
poles implicate a host of CPUC or electric utility rules, poli-
cies and technical questions that relate to worker and public 
safety. In some cases, a public works department’s best 
resource to vet claims from applicants and their vendors are 
SDG&E, SCE and PG&E staff engineers. 

Continue to work with public interest groups such as 
the APWA, League of California Cities, California State 
Association of Counties, Urban Counties of California, 
and Rural County Representatives of California. These 
organizations played a critical role in the defeat of SB 649 
because of their dedicated, coordinated and focused efforts. 
These same organizations can facilitate the deployment of 
truly reasonable small cell model regulations and implemen-
tation systems. Finally, when the wireless industry floats 
new SB 649-style legislation, be prepared to join together 
early in the process to fight for a fair and balanced bill. 

Michael Johnston is an attorney at Telecom Law Firm, PC and 
specializes in wireless siting and regulatory matters. His primary 
practice consists of advising local governments on their authority to 
regulate wireless infrastructure consistent with federal and state 
law, drafting wireless ordinances, and negotiating license agree-
ments for small cells in the rights-of-way.  Michael can be reached 
at mjohnston@telecomlawfirm.com. 
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GREENBOOK UPDATED FOR 2018 
ERIK UPDYKE, P.E. l  LA COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS I CHAIR, GREENBOOK COMMITTEE 

The 2018 Edition of the Standard 
Specifications for Public Works Con-
struction is now available for purchase 
from BNi Publications, 
www.bnibooks.com. 

The following is a brief discussion of 
changes included in the 2018 Edition. 

Part 1 (Change No. 277G).  Part 1 
has been restructured and various 
sections re-titled to make the structure 
and subject content more consistent 
with other AASHTO-format standard 
specifications documents such as Cal-
trans and the Maricopa Association of 
Governments (“Mag Specs” used in 
the Phoenix area).  This is also the 
first step in a complete review and 
update of Part 1, which the General 
Provisions Subcommittee is currently 
discussing at their monthly meeting.   

Part 4 (Change No. 281E).  Part 4, 
“Alternate Materials,” was deleted in 
the 2016 Supplement.  A new Part 4, 
“Existing Improvements,” has been 
added.  Part 4 consolidates all provi-
sions that relate to the protection, re-
moval, or alteration of existing im-
provements, including utilities.  The 
new Part 4 is similar in subject content 
to Section 15 of the Caltrans Standard 

Specifications.  

Part 5 (Change No. 284U). Part 5 
was completely edited, redundant 
requirements removed and re-
structured to follow the sequence 
of work.  A future change will up-
date the technical content.   

Part 6 (Change No. 175NS). Part 
6, Temporary Traffic Control, was 
added in the 2015 Edition.  Part 6 
is intended to be similar in subject 
content to Section 12 of the Cal-
trans Standard Specifications and 
its associated Standard Special 
Provisions.  This change, which 
was included in the 2016 Supple-
ment, adds content not specified in 
the California MUTCD or WATCH.  
Please note: Part 6 of the SSPWC 
is not intended to replace either 
the California MUTCD or the 
WATCH Manual.   

Polymer Modified Emulsion 
(Change No. 267S).  Polymer 
modified emulsion is commonly 
used in slurry seals.  Specifica-
tions for PMEs have been added 
along with revisions and updates 
to other emulsified asphalt specifi-
cations.  

Subcommittee/Task Force Activities 

The Greenbook Committee website is 
www.greenbookspecs.org.  The website con-
tains a complete meeting schedule.  The fol-
lowing is currently being discussed: 

Asphalt Task Force, Tom Williams,                     
twilliams@labelle-marvin.com: 

203-6:  Develop test parameters and specifi-
cations for Superpave mixes.  

302-5:  Review and update specifications for 
asphalt concrete pavement placement.  

Underground Materials and Methods, Curt 
Gilley, cgilley@terrainengineeringinc.com: 

Change No. 289U, Manholes. 

Part 5:  Comprehensive technical review and 
update. 

General Provisions, David Yanez,         
dyanez@mwdh2o.com: 

Part 1:  Comprehensive review and update.  

Standard Plans, Temo Galvez,                
Temo.Galvez@fountainvalley.org: 

Comprehensive review. 

Your attendance and participation is wel-
comed! 

 

http://www.bnibooks.com
http://www.greenbookspecs.org
mailto:twilliams@labelle-marvin.com
mailto:cgilley@terrainengineeringinc.com
mailto:dyanez@mwdh2o.com
mailto:Temo.Galvez@fountainvalley.org
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APWA SOCAL GREENBOOK NEWS 

Public Works  

Institute 

May 15-17, 2018 

Rio Hondo  

Events Center, Downey 

Save the Date! 

and the addition of several new 
Board members.  I would like 
to welcome Tim D’Zumra as 
incoming president and wish 
him well. 

Thank you again for all the 
support during 2017.  It has 
been my pleasure representing 
each one of you as President. 

(Continued from page 2 - President’s Mes-

sage) 

Microsurfacing (Change No. 279S).  Microsurfacing is be-
coming an increasingly common pavement preservation 
treatment.  Specifications have been added.  

Cast-In-Place Reinforced Concrete Box (Change No. 275U).  
RCB is commonly constructed throughout Southern Califor-
nia, yet the Greenbook never contained a specification.  A 
specification has been added, 306-11, and 303 revised and 
updated.   

Trench Bedding and Backfill (Change No. 283U).  Subsec-

tion 217 was added in the 2015 Edition.  The content has 
been restructured and simplified.   

Cold Milling and Micro-Milling (Change No. 282S).    Micro-
milling uses a special drum with more closely spaced teeth 
to produce a surface that has more closely spaced ribs and 
a lower rib height than the surface produced by cold milling.  
Micro-milling is becoming increasingly common in Southern 
California.  Specifications for cold milling have been edited 
and updated, and specifications for micro-milling included in 
Part 4. 

APWA SoCal Chapter Past Presidents met for their annual luncheon on Friday, Decem-
ber 8, 2017 in Lakewood.  From left to right:  Ken Montgomery 1992, Lisa Rapp 2009, 
Tom Herbel 2015, President Elect Tim D’Zmura 2018, George Miller 1995, Jeff Cooper 
2008, Jim Biery 1996, President Robert Newman 2017, Tony Antich 2014, Harvey Go-
bas 2006, Steve Marvin 2016, Robert Collacott 1999, Desi Alvarez 2004, Ismile Noor-
bash 2007, and Dino D’Emilia 2011. One of the traditions of the group is to welcome the 
outgoing president to the group, and provide “words of wisdom” to the incoming chapter 
president.  Great job, Robert!  And best wishes for a successful year, Tim! 
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 2017 WINNERS 

The Southern California Chapter of American Public Works Association honored our BEST Award Winners 
on December 14, 2017.  Chapter members submitted applications in nine categories from agencies in four 
population size categories.  Top Public Works Leaders in both the public and private sector were nominated, 
as well as Elected Official of the Year. 
 

The categories included Buildings; Creative and Innovative Projects; Water, Wastewater and Drainage; Facil-
ities; Recreational and Athletic Facilities; Stormwater Quality; Traffic, Mobility, and Beautification; and Trans-
portation. 
 

The Awards Committee evaluated projects from agencies of similar size against the following criteria:  
Project Performance: Achieved the project goals; delivered on schedule; demonstrated cost 

effectiveness; cooperation amongst agencies, consultants and contractor; public involvement & 
awareness. 

Unique Aspects: Innovative features through the planning and execution of the project/
program that sets it apart. 

Quality of Life: Results in a positive impact to the community, including residents, businesses 
and visitors; sustainable features and environmentally sensitive solutions; provides a new, or im-
proves an existing, service to the community. 

To be eligible for nomination, a project must have been “substantially completed” and available for public 
and/or agency use between September 1, 2016 and September 1, 2017.  If a project has multiple phases or 
segments, then “substantially completed” will apply to the final phase or segment of work. 

There is a maximum of one award per category, per agency, per year.   An agency can receive no more than 
3 awards. 
 

Top Leader nominees were evaluated for their career service to the public works profession. 
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2012 CONGRESS LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS 2012 CONGRESS 18th Annual BEST Awards 

Ara Najarian has served on the Glen-
dale City Council for 12 years and 
was recently re-elected to his fourth 
term with the highest number of 
votes of all candidates.  He has 

served three terms as Mayor of Glendale.  Before serving on Council Ara was elect-
ed to the Glendale Community College Board of Trustees. He has been a strong 
supporter of infrastructure and public works, with an emphasis in improving trans-
portation not only in Glendale, but regionally through his leadership role as a Board 
Member on the Los Angeles MTA since 2006 and previously serving as MTA Chair-
man.  Ara also is 2nd Vice Chairman of Metrolink and has served on the Board of 
Directors since 2007. In addition, Ara sits on the Board of Directors of the San Fer-
nando Valley Council of Governments, and held the position of Chairman. Ara re-
ceived a B.A. in Economics from Occidental College, and his J.D. degree from the 
University of Southern California Law School.  In his private life, Ara is a practicing 
attorney in Glendale.  He is married to Palmira Perez, and has two boys.   

 

Ara Najarian  
Councilmember, City of Glendale 
Chair, METRO Board of Directors 

 Public Works Top Elected Official 

Shane came to the County of 
Orange in November 2013. He 
made it his mission to work with 
staff members to improve the 

culture and attitude of the Department by focusing on three pillars: improving employ-
ee morale, increasing efficiency, and enhancing customer service. In just under three 
years he has gained the trust of County leadership, turned OC Public Works into a 
model agency, and has become the go-to Department Head for major Countywide 
initiatives and projects. Since 2015, under Shane’s leadership, OC Public Works has 
improved project delivery Countywide, launched the largest roadway project in the 
County’s history, completed a massive department-wide restructuring effort that re-
duced the Department’s reliance on Net County Cost by $21 Million, and other strate-
gic financial initiatives. Shane’s innovative approach, forward thinking, persistence 
and dedication to improving outdated practices have made a significant impact not 
only to OC Public Works, but to the County as a whole. The credibility of OC Public 

Works is at an all-time high, morale continues to improve, organizational transparency has increased, and Shane has be-
come one of the most influential leaders in the County. The communities served have been positively impacted by OC Pub-
lic Works. Shane has actively engaged in APWA through his participation in the Public Works Institute, providing insight and 
training our Chapter’s future leaders.  

Shane Silsby, P.E. 
Public Works Director, Orange County 

 Public Works Top Leader—Public Sector 

The 2017 President’s Award was presented to the co-chairs of the very suc-
cessful Public Works Institute Committee.  Pam and Jeff have done an out-
standing job for the chapter. With professionalism, they have volunteered 
countless hours serving in the critical area of educating public works 
staff.  The Public Works Institute has been a success primarily due to their 
hard work over the years.  And they have recently worked to seamlessly tran-

sition the leadership of the their committee to another chair as they move on to other responsibilities.  We hope they contin-
ue their strong support of the chapter for years to come.  

Jeff Cooper, P.E. 
Penco Engineering 

Pamela Manning 
LA County Public Works Dept. 

 

 

 

 PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
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Doug Johnson has been with Project Partners, a civil 
engineering staffing firm, for the past 10 years as their 
Director of Client Services. He joined APWA Southern 
California Branch 8 years ago and is currently the Event 
Chair for the Annual Installation of Officers Dinner and 

social event. He is most thankful that Project Partners allows him to be an active participant in 
APWA. Doug enjoys providing a portion of his time and energy to creatively applying his many 
years of volunteer experience to one of the most fun and prestigious events on the APWA SoCal 
Chapter’s calendar. 
 

He most appreciates the support of his event committee members who each year work tirelessly 
to create an evening that all who attend may fully enjoy.  Doug states that being an integral part of 
the Southern California Public Works Community and the consultants firms that support them is a 
very gratifying experience.  

 Public Works Top Leader—Private Sector  

Doug Johnson 
Director of Client Services 
Project Partners 

 Public Works Emerging Leader - Public Sector 

Victor has 9 years of experience working for the Public 
Works Department of several local agencies. He has suc-
cessfully managed a variety of projects including street 
and sewer improvements, traffic signal improvements, fa-
cility rehabilitations, improving bicycle safety, and street 

light energy efficiency projects.  Victor was responsible for preparing the Pavement Manage-
ment System report for the City of Baldwin Park.  He has obtained certifications for Construc-
tion Management and Designing for Pedestrian Safety from Caltrans, Turner Construction, and 
MTA.  Victor holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from Cal Poly Pomona. 

Victor is an active member of APWA and serves on the Young Professionals (YP) committee 
as the Treasurer.  Victor oversees and manages the YPs budget.  He ensures sufficient funds are available to cover the YP 
operations and prepares financial reports for the committee.  He has been instrumental in the YPs success by bringing new 
ideas on how to generate funds for the future of the organization.  Not only has he managed the budget, Victor helped initi-
ate the YP college outreach this year.  He attended the first outreach at Loyola Marymount University and facilitated the oth-
er outreach at Occidental College.  Victor has shown great enthusiasm for growing the YP group and developing Young 
Professionals in Public Works.  

Victor Chavez 
Associate Engineer 
City of South Gate  

 

 

Jesseca is a transportation engineer for the HNTB Cor-
poration. She completed a two-year internship with 
HNTB prior to being hired on full time following her 
graduation from UC Irvine in 2016. Her initiative and 

willingness to learn has led to impactful contributions on several complex grade separation projects 
in southern California as well as the innovative OC Streetcar project in Santa Ana. 

While her career is her passion, she also finds great reward being involved in professional organi-
zations. Her involvement in the Southern California APWA Chapter includes attending the lunch-
eons, annual events, young professional meetings and supporting several committees. Jesseca 
serves on the Young Professionals Committee, Scholarships Committee and the Programs Com-
mittee. She also took part in this year’s mentorship program. Jesseca is a rising star in the public 

works profession and her innovative concepts are changing the YPs student outreach efforts. She was another YP who at-
tended the Occidental College Career Fair connecting with students and expanding their knowledge of APWA and Public 
Works. Jesseca will continue her involvement and plans to join the SoCal APWA board and at least one national chapter 
committee to grow her Public Works knowledge.  

Jesseca Martinez 
Transportation Engineer, HNTB 

 Public Works Emerging Leader - Public Sector 
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12  

 

  CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE 

City of Manhattan Beach  

Manhattan Beach Marine Park Skate Spot 

After 15+ years in the making, the City of Manhattan Beach 
recently opened the 8,000 SF Manhattan Beach Skate Spot at 
Marine Park. Truly a community project, this new skateboard-
ing haven provides quarter-pipes, fun boxes, stairs and more 
to the athletes that previously didn’t have a designated area to 
hone their skills. Through community workshops, the local 
skateboarders worked with the design team to develop a safe, 
green project they are 
all proud of. 

        BUILDINGS 

City of Anaheim 

Anaheim Convention 
Center Betterment VII 
 
The latest expansion to 
the Anaheim Convention 
Center, called ACC 
North, encompasses 830,000 square-feet, includes two 
100,000-square-foot exhibit halls and a 1,350-stall interstitial 
parking structure. Construction of the $190 million, design-build 
project engaged more than 30 trades and as many as 350 
workers onsite each day and required coordination with the construction of two new hotels, multiple Disney 
events, and continuous Convention Center events with as many as 100,000 visitors, throughout the 30-month 
construction schedule. 

 Project Cost $190,000,000 

Contact 
Caster Williams 
cwilliams@anaheim.net 

Consultant 
STV | Griffin Structures | Group 
Delta 

Contractor Turner Construction 

 

County of Los Angeles 

Quartz Hill Library 
 
 

Los Angeles County’s Quartz 
Hill Library in Antelope Val-
ley was delivered through a 
P3—Public-Private Partnership. The P3 structure freed up 
County resources, guaranteed its occupancy cost, and provid-
ed for a shorter delivery time frame, with the private sector part-
ner responsible for all aspects of the design-build-finance deliv-
ery including assumption of risk. The $12 million LEED Gold® 
facility was delivered through a lease/option-to-purchase agree-
ment that included developer performance obligations to meet 
County Library specifications. 

 Project Cost $12,000,000 

Contact 
Fred Hungerford, fhunger-
ford@library.lacounty.gov 

Consultant Griffin Structures 

Contractor Swinerton Builders 

Project Cost $456,000 

Contact Prem Kumar, pkumar@citymb.info 

Consultant Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

Contractor Salix Development Inc. 
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  CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE 

City of Santa Ana 

DTSA Public Restrooms 

The Downtown Santa Ana (DTSA) Public Restrooms project 
entailed construction of a new permanent public restroom facili-
ty which included two (2) fully accessible, uni-sex toilet rooms, 
drinking fountain, water bottle filling station, site improvements, 
water wise landscaping and drip irrigation in Downtown Santa 
Ana. The project also included an art component to reflect and 

incorporate local 
street art and involve 
the downtown artist 
community.  

 

City of El Monte 
El Monte’s Success Story: Abandoned Item  

Abatement Action Plan 

In February of 2016, the City and the City’s consultant devel-
oped the Abandoned Item Abatement Pilot Program. The plan 
included increased fines for illegal dumping, education, hauler 
compliance, and bulky item drop-off events with prizes donated 
by the haulers. Since inception of the program, the City collect-
ed over $200,000 in fines, reduced collection of illegally 
dumped items by 
City crews by 80% 
and increased the 
amount of e-waste 
collected by 80%. 

 

City of Santa Monica 

Main Street Parklets 

Pilot 

The Main Street Parklet 
Pilot Program is part of 
the City of Santa Mon-
ica’s overall vision, as outlined in the Land Use and Circulation 
Element (LUCE) for creating pedestrian friendly routes and pe-
destrian amenities. The LUCE reorients the City’s auto-oriented 
boulevards into complete streets with wider sidewalks, distinc-
tive architecture, landscaping, trees, planted medians, and 
neighborhood-friendly services. The City’s hope with this 
Parklet Pilot, which converted on-street parking into public 
open space, will define a new sense of place that will attract 
local residents to gather, shop, work, live, and play. 

 
Project Cost $150,000 

Contact 
Angela von Slomski 
angela.vonslomski@smgov.net 

Design 
City of Santa Monica 
Civil Engineering Staff 

Contractor Absolute Building Services 

Project Cost $198,000 

Contact 
Debbie Morris, dmorris@hfh-
consultants.com 

HF&H Consultants, LLC  Consultant  

Project Cost $174,454 

Contact Suzi Furjanic, sfurjanic@santa-ana.org 

Design City of Santa Ana Design Division 

Contractor Damon, Inc. 
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          DRAINAGE, WATER, AND WASTEWATER  

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 

Integrated Water Quality System Application with Mobile 
Module 
The Integrated Water Quality System (IWQS) Application with 
Mobile Module provides a platform for uploading comprehen-
sive water quality data in regulatory required California Envi-
ronmental Data Exchange Network (CEDEN) format.  This 
unique application can accommodate water chemistry, field, 
toxicity, sediment, and bioassay data from multiple monitoring 
sites.  The Mobile Module interface provides for uploading of 
field measurement device data in near real-time.  This applica-
tion helps eliminate human errors and streamlines data assess-

ment and reporting 
processes.  

 

City of Downey 

Blandwood Road and True Avenue Sewer Lift  

Stations Replacement Project 

The sewer lift stations replacement project achieved project 
goals of increased efficiency, reliability and reduction of operat-
ing costs through the replacement of two 50+ year old sewer lift 
stations with one unit containing two pumps (one operational 
and one back-up) to provide an environmentally safe and relia-
ble collection of sanitary sewage. The project was delivered 
within schedule requiring coordination amongst Edison, build-
ing and safety, public works, contractor, construction manager, 

design consult-
ant and the pub-
lic. 

 

City of Huntington Beach 

Trinidad Island Wastewater Lift Station 

The project involved the design and construction of a new 24’ 
deep wastewater lift station which serves 336 residents on 
Trinidad Island.  Trinidad Island is located within Huntington 
Harbour which is an environmentally sensitive waterbody in 
Huntington Beach since it outlets to the ocean.  Due to the sen-
sitive location of the project in Harbour and being in a residen-

tial neighborhood 
the City did exten-
sive outreach with  
the Trinidad Island 
Home Owners As-
sociation (HOA). 

 

  CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE 

Project Cost $800,000 

Contact  Paul Alva, palva@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Project Cost $1,849,685 

Contact Julio Guerrero, jguerrero@downeyca.org 

Contractor Mehta Mechanical Co., Inc. 

Project Cost $3,100,000 

Contact Andy Ferrigno, aferrigno@surfcity-hb.org 

Consultant Lee & Ro, Inc. 

Contractor Vido Artukovich & Sons, Inc. 
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        FACILITIES 

City of Irvine 

Quail Hill Community Center  

The new Quail Hill Community Center offers a place to play, 
create and connect with the outdoors. The 19,000 square-foot 
LEED Gold® facility features classrooms, wellness and arts 
space, and a conference center. Set on a 3.8-acre site, the 
Center’s outdoor elements include interpretive gardens, interac-
tive components, and an adventure playground. Completed on-
time and under budget, the $10.5 million Center served more 
than 1,600 class 
participants and 
9,300 event at-
tendees in its first 
six months. 

 

Port of Long Beach 

Middle Harbor Redevelopment Project Phase 2 

The Middle Harbor Program (MHP) is $1.3 billion construction 
program modernizing two aging container terminals into one of 
the world’s most technologically advanced and environmentally 
green facilities.  MHP Phase 2 Project cost approximately $80 
million, including the construction of a waterside transfer area 
utilizing zero-emission Automated Guided Vehicles, an electri-
fied automated stacking container yard, shore-to-ship power, 
and intermodal on-dock rail yard.  Phase 2 design started in 

March 2013; Con-
struction finished in 
May 2017. 

 

Project Cost $10,200,000 

Contact Tom Perez, tperez@cityofirvine.org 

Consultant Griffin Structures, Inc. 

Contractor Griffin Structures, Inc. / Woodcliff Corp. 

Project Cost $80,000,000 

Contact Tristan Le, P.E, tristan.le@polb.com 

Contractor Balfour Beaty Infrastructure 
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City of Laguna Beach 

Oak Street and Mountain Road Beach Access  

Improvements 

The City of La-
guna Beach 
maintains 29 pe-
destrian beach 
stairways serving as primary access points to City beaches. 
Many of these stairways are over 50 years old and have deteri-
orated due to harsh marine conditions. The rehabilitation of 
beach access stairways at the ends of Oak Street and Mountain 
Road were completed in July 2017, within budget, and provide 
for an easier, safer, and more appealing experience for beach-
goers, visitors, surfers, and emergency responders. 

 

City of Hawthorne 

Bicentennial 

Park 

The revitalization 
of Bicentennial 
Park transformed 
unused tennis courts into a lively park with features to serve 
residents of all ages in the adjacent multifamily neighborhoods. 
Extensive outreach identified desired features to best serve the 
community, and park amenities reflect the area’s horticultural 
roots and aviation history. Opening on schedule, the $3 million 
Bicentennial Park has quickly become a popular neighborhood 
play and gathering spot, illustrating the impact small spaces 
can have in dense communities. 

 

City of Rancho Cucamonga 

Los Amigos Park  

The City of Rancho Cucamonga was awarded a $3.9 million 
Proposition 84 Grant to build an approximately 3.4 acre park 
that included sustainable features in an under-served area of 
the community. Neighborhood residents helped to design Los 
Amigos Park through their input at community meetings and 
forums, where the  site amenities most important to the commu-
nity were refined and prioritized. The park’s official opening and 
dedication cere-
mony was held 
on April 21, 2017. 

 

Project Cost $1,700,000 

Contact Mark Trestik, mtrestik@lagunabeachcity.net 

Consultant Kreuzer Consulting Group 

Contractor Excel Paving Company 

Project Cost $3,000,000 

Contact 
Vontray Norris 
vnorris@cityofhawthone.org 

Consultant Griffin Structures 

Contractor Consolidated Contracting Services, Inc. 

Project Cost $3,714,941 

Contact Jennifer Brown, jennifer.brown@cityofrc.us 

Contractor Horizons Construction Company, Inc. 

  RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES 



 19 

 

  RECREATION AND ATHLETIC FACILITIES 
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City of Irvine 

Orange County Great Park Sports Complex - Phase 1 

Completion of the first phase of the City of Irvine’s Orange 
County Great Park Sports Complex marks a new era in youth 
sports in Southern California. This initial phase of the Sports 
Complex comprising the first 53 acres of the 194-acre sports 
park was planned and built by the City in partnership with Five-
Point Communities.  At build-out, the Sports Complex will be 
the largest public multi-sports facility in California and one of 

the largest 
in the Unit-
ed States. 

 

San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 

Bryce Hanes Park 

Bryce Hanes Park, a two-acre park funded by the State of Cali-
fornia 2006 Clean Water Bond Act, is located on a busy corner 
in an underserved neighborhood in the City of San Bernardino. 
The park includes a water ‘sprayground,’ skate park, soccer 
field, play area, picnic areas, basketball court, signage, fitness 
area, restroom and parking. Sustainable features include per-
meable paving, drought 
tolerant planting, solar 
lighting, ‘Smart’ irriga-
tion techniques, and 
recycled materials. 

 

Project Cost $110,000,000 

Contact Gregg Gipe, ggipe@cityofirvine.org 

Consultant FivePoint Communities  

Contractor Five Point/KPRS/Brightview 

Project Cost $5,000,000 

Contact Chris Giannini, ccg@deainc.com 

Consultant David Evans and Associates, Inc 

Contractor Environmental Construction, Inc. 



20  

 

 STORMWATER QUALITY 

City of Aliso Viejo 

Dairy Fork Wetland and Habitat Restoration 

The Dairy Fork Wetland and Habitat Restoration project includ-
ed construction of 2 acres of wetland and restoration of 25 
acres of habitat along Aliso Creek. The wetland improves water 
quality of the 1,500-acre sub-watershed by naturally treating 
about 90% of the dry weather urban runoff. The habitat restora-
tion removed non-native species, including about 10 acres of 

invasive Arundo. Fund-
ing was provided by four 
partner agencies and 
grants from Orange 
County Transportation 
Authority and Proposition 
84. 

 

City of Glendale 

Proposition 84 Green Streets Demonstration Project 

The California Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, 
Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Bond Act 
(Proposition 84) makes new investments for flood protection 
and water management programs. The Green Street Demo 
project, funded with Prop. 84 monies, provides multiple benefits 
for the community, including air/water quality that reduce green-
house gas emissions and are consistent with the state of Cali-
fornia's environmental planning priorities. 

 

City of Los Angeles 

Marina del Rey Parking Lot 9 Stormwater Quality   

Project 

The goal of this project is to facilitate the capture and treatment 
of stormwater runoff from the Marina del Rey Parking Lot 9.  
The project consists of four modular wetlands units to filter-out 
pollutants such as metals, pesticides, and bacteria; and redi-
rect the runoff to the existing catch basins before being dis-
charged into the harbor.  The project also includes rest areas 
called parklets in addition to educational signage to provide a 
recreational and outreach benefit. 

 

Project Cost $1,379,000 

Contact 
Shaun Pelletier, spelle-
tier@cityofalisoviejo.com 

Consultant Charles Abbott Associates 

Contractor 
Habitat Restoration Sciences & 
Laguna Canyon Foundation 

Project Cost $2,846,742 

Contact Yvonne Guerra, yguerra@glendaleca.gov 

Contractor Excel Paving Company 

Project Cost $2,400,000 

Contact Paul Alva, palva@dpw.lacounty.gov 
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City of San Juan Capistrano 

I-5/La Novia Roundabout 

The I-5/La Novia project is the first roundabout on the state 
highway system in Orange. The modern and sustainable 
roundabout design improved the flow of traffic through what 
was an awkward offset, four-way stop intersection. The project 
was completed on time and under budget. The project was ex-
ecuted through collaboration between the City, Michael Baker 
International, Caltrans, FHWA, and the local community. The 
new roundabout elimi-
nated operational defi-
ciencies and will ac-
commodate future 
growth. 

 

City of Santa Monica 

Idaho Trail Pedestrian Overcrossing Bridge 

The Idaho Trail Pedestrian Overcrossing bridge extends from 
the Idaho Trail in Pacific Palisades Park and spirals over the 
newly constructed California Incline bridge extending to the 
newly constructed bicycle/pedestrian path adjacent to the Cali-
fornia Incline Bridge project. The aesthetic bridge design com-
plements the California Incline and connects pedestrians to the 
Pacific Coast 
Highway bridge, 
the California 
Incline, and the 
Palisades Park 
bluffs. 

 

City of Pasadena 

John Van de Kamp Bridge 

John Van de Kamp Bridge (formerly called La Loma Bridge) is 
an open-spandrel, 378 feet long reinforced-concrete arch 
bridge in the neoclassical style. The bridge was constructed in 
1914 over the Arroyo Seco and was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places on July 14, 2004. The City of Pasa-
dena, in cooperation with Caltrans, and a community based 
design advisory group, completed reconstruction of the project 
to meet current seismic codes while minimally impacting other 

environmentally 
sensitive re-
sources through 
the use of local 
funds and federal funds from HP and HBP totaling $16,000,000. 

 

Project Cost $2,200,000 

Contact 
Gary Warkentin, 
garyw@mbakerintl.com 

Consultant Michael Baker International 

Contractor Sukut Construction 

Project Cost $2,780,000 

Contact 
Angela von Slomski 
angela.vonslomski@smgov.net 

Consultant T.Y. Lin International 

Contractor MCM Construction, Inc. 

Project Cost $16,000,000 

Contact 
Roubik Mardirosian, rmardiro-
sian@cityofpasadena.net 

Consultant DOKKEN Engineering 

Contractor OHL International 
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    TRANSPORTATION 

  TRAFFIC, MOBILITY AND BEAUTIFICATION 

City of Long Beach 

Seaside Way Pedestrian Bridge 

The new 11,600 ft, $11.3 million bridge, is the first landmark bridge 
structure undertaken by the City of Long Beach that aims at serving 
the economic growth, sustainable infrastructure, and social needs of 
the Long Beach community and visitors by providing a safe, joyful ex-
perience, and inviting space for the user. 

 

Project Cost $11,300,000 

Contact 
Michael Johnston, 
michael.johnston@longbeach.gov 

Consultant Anderson Penna & Psomas 

Contractor Powell Constructors, Inc. 

City of Commerce 

Washington Boulevard Widening and Reconstruction 

Project 

The project involved the widening of a 2.7 mile segment of 
Washington Boulevard from 4 to 6 lanes from west of the I-710 
to the I-5. The project brought reduced traffic delays, improved 
traffic control measures, and beautification to enhance the 
quality of life for the surrounding communities. The project im-
proved air quality, enhanced ADA compliant sidewalks with 
parkways, installed 
raised landscaped me-
dians, and LED energy 
saving street lights to 
increase pedestrian 
and vehicle safety. 

 

Project Cost $38,000,000 

Contact Melissa Demirci, 
melissa.demirci@transtech.org 

Consultant Transtech Engineers, Inc.  

Contractor Sully-Miller Contracting Co.  

City of Laguna Niguel 

Crown Valley Park Tier 2 Channel Entry Improvements 

The Crown Valley Park Channel Entry Improvements Project 

improved access to the Park with a new bridge to replace an 

Arizona crossing, improved water quality by constructing a wet-

land and bio-swales, provided two additional parking lots, and 

converted 20 acres from potable water to reclaimed water. 

 

Project Cost $10,500,000 

Contact 
Ziad Mazboudi, zmazbou-
di@cityoflagunaniguel.org 

Consultant Hunsaker & Associates 

Contractor Los Angeles Engineering 
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City of Palmdale 

Avenue S Widening Phase II Improvements 

The goal of Avenue S Widening Phase II project was to re-
duce congestion and improve public safety by providing three 
lanes in each direction from 30th Street East to 45th Street 
East. While there were challenges dealing with utilities, weath-
er, general public, traffic control, and other construction related 
issues, the project was cost effective and completed under 
budget. The original construction cost was $8,377,301; the 
final contract 
amount was 
$8,307,082, a net 
decrease of 
$70,218. 

 

City of Santa Clarita 
Golden Valley Road Bridge Widening over 

State Route 14 

Dedicated as “The Connie Worden-Roberts Memorial Bridge,” 
the Golden Valley Road Bridge Widening over State Route 14 
(SR14) is the 8.5-mile crucial link of the Cross Valley Connect-
or, connecting SR 14 to Interstate 5. This project widened the 
existing bridge from two to six lanes, added four through-lanes, 
three lanes to access north and southbound SR 14, installed 
new traffic signals, and added a new northbound access lane. 
Complete streets elements rounded out this critical project.  

 

Port of Los Angeles 

John S. Gibson Boulevard/I-110 Freeway Access 

Ramp Improvements 

This project includes widening the State Route 47 (SR 47)/
Interstate 110 (I-110) connector from one to two lanes, extend-
ing the additional through lane on the northbound I-110 past the 
John S. Gibson Boulevard off-ramp, modifying the northbound 
ramps at the I-110 and John S. Gibson Boulevard interchange, 
and improving the John S. Gibson Boulevard and the I-110 
northbound ramp. Work also included widening of two bridges, 
railroad realignment, sound wall construction, and other site 
improvements. 

Project Cost $11,022,701 

Contact 
Lynn Glidden 
lglidden@cityofpalmdale.org 

Consultant JT Engineering 

Contractor RC Becker and Son 

Project Cost $10,200,000 

Contact Damon Letz, dletz@santa-clarita.com 

Project Cost $27,054,453 

Contact Prashant Konareddy, pkonareddy@portla.org 

Consultant Parsons / Jacob Engineering 

Contractor A Rasmussen, Inc.  

 

    TRANSPORTATION 
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APWA 2017 President Bo Mills 

President-Elect Tim D’Zmura, CC DPW Shane Silsby, and 
APWA President Bo Mills 

MCs Ken Montgomery and 
Cora Jackson-Fossett 

APWA President Bo Mills speaks 
to over 300 in attendence 
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BEST Awards Luncheon Photos are available to download 
free of charge at http://www.flickr.com/photos/47026369@N05/ 

2012 CONGRESS LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS 2012 CONGRESS 18th Annual BEST Awards 

President-Elect Tim D’Zmura, Glendale Councilmember 
Ara Najarian, and APWA President Bo Mills 

City of Commerce  
receives their BEST Award 

City of Palmdale receives their 
BEST Award 

Enjoying lunch at the 
BEST Awards 
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DEVIN STARNES PROMOTED TO 
SANTA MONICA CHIEF  

OPERATIONS OFFICER 

Devin Starnes has recently been pro-
moted to the City of Santa Monica’s 
Chief Operations Officer for the Public 
Works Department. As COO, Devin is 
responsible for operational oversight 
and management of Resource Re-
covery and Recycling, Public Land-

scape, Street and Fleet Services and Facilities Mainte-
nance. He is also charged with strategic and operational 
planning, and performance management for the Public 
Works Department. 

Devin is a U.S Navy veteran who holds an MBA from the 
Forbes School of Business at Ashford University.  Through-
out his professional career, Devin has overseen business 
operations for several prominent public healthcare agencies, 
educational institutions and community based organizations.  

Devin is a member of the APWA Southern California Chap-

ter working on the Program Committee and was deservedly 

recognized as the 2015 Southern California APWA Emerg-

ing Leader for the Public Sector.  He also was recently ac-

cepted into the APWA Emerging Leaders Academy national 

program.  

Devin is locally known for his knowledge and understanding 
of organizational operations, emergency planning and re-
sponse programs and innovation in the public sector. He is 
deeply involved in the community and serves as a mentor 
for local nonprofits and faith based organizations. For lei-
sure, Devin enjoys photography, reading and spending time 
with his family and friends. 

 
DEAN LEHMAN PROMOTED TO 
SENIOR MANAGER IN LA COUNTY 
CEO’ S OFFICE 
 

Dean Lehman has been promoted to 
Sr. Manager with the Los Angeles 
County Chief Executive Office.  Dean 
is in charge of the Real Estate and 
Leasing Division.  Their primary activ-
ities include the management of real 
property related to the Board capital 

projects program; commercial development of surplus prop-
erty; new property purchases and sales; and lease acquisi-
tion & renewals necessary to carry out the missions of most 
Departments within the County.  Dean was an Assistant 
Deputy Director with Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Works in charge of the Traffic & Lighting Division. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 

PAST CHAPTER PRESIDENT HAR-
VEY GOBAS RETIRES, FORMS NEW  

CONSULTANCY 

After more than 14 years with Psomas 
and 40 plus years serving the public 
sector, Harvey Gobas, PE, ENV SP, 
Past President of the APWA Southern 
California Chapter (2006), retired from 
Psomas in October 2017.  Upon retiring, 

Harvey established Gobas Engineering Management Sys-
tems, Inc., and will continue to serve public works agencies, 
as well as water and sanitation districts throughout Southern 
California.  He will focus his practice on providing water, 
wastewater and stormwater program and project manage-
ment services to his clients.  Harvey can be reached at Har-
vey.Gobas@gmail.com or (562) 618-3181. 

 
EDWARD G. HITTI IS GLENDALE’S 
NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Edward G. Hitti has taken the position 
of Assistant Director of Public Works  
for the City of Glendale.  Mr. Hitti has 
served as the Public Works Director 
for the City of La Cañada Flintridge for 
the past 10 years, and has been ac-
tive in regional issues and committees 

with watershed groups, California Contract Cities Associa-
tion, SoCal APWA, and is a former president of LA City and 
County Engineers. During his tenure in the City of La Ca-
ñada Flintridge, Mr. Hitti has overseen a number of capital 
improvement projects such as street resurfacing, sewer col-
lection system, sound walls, storm drain systems, bridges, 
trail systems, and other improvements, and he was a leader 
in helping the city and its residents recover from the mud 
and debris flows during winter 2010 after the 2009 Station 
Fire.  Edward graduated from the University of Akron, OH, 
with a Bachelor Degree in Civil Engineering. He has over 30 
years of combined experience in the private and public sec-
tors. He served as the Public Works Director for the City of 
South Pasadena prior to joining the City of La Cañada 
Flintridge in 2007.  He is a registered professional Civil En-
gineer in the States of California and Nevada. 

 

ELIAS SASSOON IS NEW  
RANCHO PV PUBLIC WORKS  

DIRECTOR 

Elias Sassoon has become the 
new Public Works Director for the 
City of Rancho Palos Verdes.  For 
the past 7 years, he was the Pub-
lic Works Director for the City of 
Cedar Hill (36 square miles, popu-
lation 50,000), a suburb of Dallas, 

Texas. Previous to Cedar Hill, Elias worked for the City of 
Dallas for 25 years, as Chief Engineer and Assistant Direc-
tor of Public Works.  He also served as the City of Dallas 
Building Official for a period of about 3 years. Elias holds a 
BS in Civil Engineering, an MS in Traffic & Transportation, 
and an MPA from the University of Texas at Arlington. Elias 
said: “My wife is from Northern California and most of both 
of our families reside in Southern California. I am very hap-
py to be here. I wish the home prices were lower!! My wife 
and I are looking to buy a house in the South Bay area.” 

 
RAUL GODINEZ IS NEW  

SANTA ANA CITY MANAGER 

Raul Godinez began serving as City 
Manager of Santa Ana, California in 
November 2017, with more than 30 
years as an executive manager in 
both the public and private sectors. 
Mr. Godinez is a registered profes-
sional engineer in California.  Previ-
ously, Raul served as Lynwood’s Di-

rector of Public Works/City Engineer, El Monte’s City Man-
ager, Santa Ana’s Executive Director of Public Works, and 
as Oakland’s Public Works Agency Director. Prior to that, he 
worked in the private sector briefly, and served the City of 
Los Angeles for over 12 years.  Raul also served on the San 
Fernando City Council from April 1994 thru December 1998, 
during which time he served as Mayor for two years.  Very 
active in numerous professional organizations, he was hon-
ored by the Northern California Chapter of APWA as the 
Public Works Leader of the Year for 2009, and then given 
the prestigious national award by APWA as one of their Top 
Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year in September 2009. 
In 2011, he was among the first to be conferred the designa-
tion of Public Works Leadership Fellow by the Donald C. 
Stone Center of APWA.  Raul graduated from California 
State University, Northridge with a Bachelors Degree in En-
gineering. 

 

NATASHA DEBENON JOINS 

GHIRARDELLI ASSOCIATES 

Natasha DeBenon, a long-time 
member of APWA and current board 
member, took on a new challenge in 
September 2017.  She joined 
Ghirardelli Associates as Business 
Development Manager for the 

Southern California Region focusing on infrastructure pro-
jects and programs.  Natasha has over 30 years in the con-
struction industry and holds a Bachelors of Business Sci-
ence Degree from Pepperdine University.  Her new firm 
Ghirardelli Associates is a certified DBE firm focusing on all 
aspects of construction management, inspection and admin-
istration working with local city and county agencies in pub-
lic works and capital improvement programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mail.lakewoodcity.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZTX9bA-TfRHegYCl47BM-l_8Pkvvpq4-01KZds5cYDhXor1rdDTVCA..&URL=mailto%3aHarvey.Gobas%40gmail.com
https://mail.lakewoodcity.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZTX9bA-TfRHegYCl47BM-l_8Pkvvpq4-01KZds5cYDhXor1rdDTVCA..&URL=mailto%3aHarvey.Gobas%40gmail.com
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INLAND EMPIRE BRANCH HOLDS GOLF TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER 
STEVE HOSFORD l SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER l CNS ENGINEERS 

 

Students receive Scholarships at the 4
th

 Annual 

George Mim Mack Memorial Golf Tournament 

The George Mim Mack Memorial Golf Tournament 
held at Yucaipa Valley Golf Club on November 10, 
was a successful fundraiser for next year’s scholar-
ship recipients.  Mr. Mim Mack founded the Inland 
Empire Branch in 1981.  The Scholarship program 
helps students interested in pursuing a career in 
public works. 

This year’s scholarship recipients, Jason Jade Pep-
ito, Amy Troung, Jose Zuniga, and Brandon Elder, 
were awarded $2500 each from funds raised at last 
year’s tournament.  All are students at Cal Poly Po-
mona.  A $1000 donation was given to the Cal Poly 
Civil Engineering Department.  Pictured are IE 
Branch President Steve Hosford, Cal Poly Professor 
Xudong Jia, and students Brandon, Jose, and Amy. 

Once again the weather was sunny and warm in Yu-

caipa.  The First Place foursome prize went to Webb’s team 
of Joseph Caldwell, and the Arellano brothers DJ, Ryan, 
and Matthew (not pictured).  The close Second Place prize 
went to TKE’s team.   Thanks go to the event sponsor TKE 
Engineering and to all of this year’s participants and many 
thanks go to the generous sponsors and hardworking volun-
teers who made the 4th Annual George Mim Mack Memorial 
Golf Tournament a success.   See you next year!  

2017 Scholarship winners:  Cal Poly Pomona and their students. 

First Place Golfers: Webb, Inc. 

Second Place Golfers: TKE Engineers. 

2
0

1
7

 
G

O
L

D
 
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

 
S

P
O

N
S

O
R

 



 29 

 

BRANCH NEWS 

 

COACHELLA VALLEY BRANCH CELEBRATES OUTSTANDING PROJECTS 
ED WIMMER l PRESIDENT l COACHELLA VALLEY BRANCH 

At the Coachella Valley Branch Awards Luncheon on September 11, 2017, three outstanding projects were recognized. All 
three projects in the category of Recreational Facilities were recognized with the 2016-2017 Award of Merit. 

Congratulations to all the 2016-17 Award of Merit winners! 

City of Rancho Mirage - Rancho Mirage Dog Park 
The City of Rancho Mirages 4.5-acre off-leash dog park features sep-

arate areas for both large and small dogs, as well as an exercise 

path for both the owner and dog. Turf is minimized; designed with a 

drought tolerant landscape palette and a system of bubblers and drip 

irrigation for the irrigation system.  A unique “fertigation” system was 

established to provide both irrigation water and fertilizers to the plants 

and grass area, which will also control odor and kill disease causing 

bacteria. For the area adjacent to all fencing, 6-16” cobble was used 

as a natural deterrent for climbing and urination on the fencing by the 

users.   The park features dog fountains, shade structures and seat-

ing.  The park utilized 100% post-consumer recycled glass and con-

crete material for the benches and energy efficient LED lighting along 

exterior perimeter sidewalk for nighttime walking.  

City of Palm Desert - Catalina Community Garden 
Renovation Project 
The Catalina Community Garden Project, originally constructed in 
2000, replaced the deteriorated recycled wood product planter boxes 
with a 100% post-consumer recycled glass and concrete material 
garden box.  The watering system was upgraded to standard soaker 
hoses, with a water efficient Netafim drip system.  Each garden box 
area was setup to have its own dedicated irrigation system, eliminat-
ing the need to shut the water down for the full garden area in case of 
repairs or maintenance. A local fabricator made the garden boxes, 
and an irrigation contractor helped refine the irrigation system.  City 
maintenance staff did the demolition, grading and placement of re-
quired concrete flatwork.  This project will be a template for future 
garden replacements.   

City of Indio - Station 87 Dog Park 
Constructed on a vacant City-owned lot adjacent to an existing fire 

station, the Station 87 Dog Park features two separate areas for 

small and large dogs, featuring grass, shade trees, shrubs, and 

groundcover. Concrete pathways lead to shade structures with 

benches, drinking fountains for the pet owners and their dogs, fenc-

ing, and a new parking lot.  Utilizing a Cal Recycle Grant, the City 

purchased benches and garbage cans made from post-consumer 

recycled material.  Solar powered LED lights provide lighting for the 

park.  After years of requests from Indio residents, in 2014, the city 

was awarded a grant through the Housing Related Park Program 

(HRPP 2013) for the project. 
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SOCAL’S YOUNG PROFESSIONALS WRAP UP 2017 
SARAH TERRY l CONSULTANT ASSISTANT l LA CONSULTING 

As the year comes to a close, the Young Professionals 
(YPs) in Southern California reflect on the accomplish-
ments of only their second full year as an established 
committee of the APWA SoCal Chapter. 

This year the YPs organized four general session 
meetings, each with a professional development ele-
ment, discussing topics such as the benefits of APWA, 
NPDES Permits and their history, how professionals in 
the industry used APWA to advance their career, and 
the do’s and don’ts of RFP and proposal writing. The 
YPs also held three networking events including a 
night at Dodger Stadium, an evening at a local brew-
ery, and a night at the Rose Bowl Stadium to watch the 
Bear Bowl. The YPs reached out to their community 
volunteering at Calafia State Beach for their monthly 
cleanup and they supported the Chapter’s Annual Har-
vest Food Bank community service event in Irvine.  
They started an annual tradition for the holidays by 
hosting a Toy Drive where anyone can donate an un-
wrapped toy and be entered into a raffle for a chance 
to win a prize which will be awarded at the Annual Best 
Awards Luncheon on December 14

th
. 

That’s not all! The committee encouraged professional de-
velopment by hosting two technical tours; the Bolivar Park 
Stormwater project in Lakewood and the Orange County 
Sanitation District Wastewater Station No. 1. The YPs were 
given the opportunity to attend two days at the Public Works 
Institute (PWI), where they gained valuable management 
and supervisory skills. The YPs took it a step further and 
gave a presentation at PWI, and to the Orange County Pub-
lic Works Department, promoting young professionals in-
volvement in APWA and highlighting the importance of the 
“Public” in Public Works.  

The YPs are recruiting, developing, and empowering young 
professionals in the association and in the Public Works 
Industry.  The YPs set up a 
booth at two local college 
fairs this year: Loyola Mary-
mount University and Occi-
dental College of Los An-
geles. In addition, they reju-
venated the University of 
California student APWA 
YP Chapter which now has 
over 15 active members. 
With support from the 
Chapter and the Young 
Professionals Committee, 
they hope to start other 
chapters at other local col-

leges. The YP’s mis-
sion is to involve the 

local colleges and students and increase the students’ suc-
cess when they are ready to join the Public Works industry.   

Led by their Co-Directors, Carlos Castellanos and Vincent 
Hellens, the SoCal Chapter Young Professionals have set 
the bar high this year and have motions in place to be suc-
cessful and grow larger next year. The committee has set 
the foundation for Young Professionals in SoCal to have 
greater access to the tools provided by APWA, as well as to 
become more involved in the Chapter. The Committee 
would also like to recognize our two outstanding YPs for 
their hard work and dedication to the committee as they re-
ceived the APWA Emerging Leaders 2017 Best Awards; 
Ms. Jesseca Martinez (HNTB) and Mr. Victor Chavez 

(City of South Gate). 

The committee is now looking for volunteers to lead our vari-
ous programs within the YP 
Committee, such as Col-
lege Outreach Chair, Net-
working Events Chair, 
Technical Tour Chair, and 
Media Chair. For more in-
formation on how you can 
become a member of AP-
WA and join the Young 
Professionals Committee, 
please visit the website at 
www.southernca.apwa.net/ 
and click on the Young 
Professionals tab under 
Leadership.  

 

 

YPs watching the Bear Bowl at Rose Bowl Stadium 

YP’s Fourth General Session on RFP and Proposal Writing  
Do’s and Don’ts  

http://www.southernca.apwa.net/
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Jan 25 Chapter Lunch — Public Agency ADA Regulations — Torrance Art Center, Torrance 

Jan 27 Annual Installation Dinner — Millennium Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 

Feb 22 Chapter Lunch — New Transgender Identity & Expression Regulations  — Brookside Golf 

Club, Pasadena  

Mar 22 Chapter Lunch and Field Trip — Great Sports Park, Irvine 

Apr 18 Complete Streets and Technology Conference — Carson Community Center, Carson 

April 18 Chapter Lunch — Program TBA — Carson Community Center, Carson 

May 8 1st Annual Roadeo — Joint Event with MSA — South Gate Park, South Gate 

May 11 23
rd

 Annual Golf Tournament – Coyote Hills Golf Course, Fullerton 

May 15-17 Public Works Institute — Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

May 17 Chapter Lunch — New Accessory Dwelling Unit Laws — Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

May 20-26 National Public Works Week 

Jun 21 Chapter Luncheon and Field Trip — Location TBA 

Jul 19 Annual Scholarship Event — Clark Estate, Santa Fe Springs 

Aug 4 Community Service Event — Second Harvest Food Bank — Great Park, Irvine 

Aug 26-19 PWX — Kansas City Convention Center, Kansas City 

Sept 20 Chapter Luncheon — Program TBA — Location TBA 

Oct 4 Committee Appreciation Event 

Oct 23-25 Public Works Institute — Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

Oct 25 Chapter Luncheon — Program TBA — Rio Hondo Events Center, Downey 

Nov 8 Greenbook Seminar — Carson Community Center, Carson 

Dec 12 19th Annual BEST Awards Luncheon — The Centre, Lakewood CA 

CHAPTER EVENTS 

http://southernca.apwa.net Phone No: 310.995.9800 
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2018 Calendar 

Calling all Chapter Leaders and Potential 
Committee Members! 

 

Are you interested in getting more involved at the APWA 
SoCal Chapter level?  There are immediate openings on all 
committees for members who would like to serve at the Chap-
ter level.  The committees include:   
 

Joining a committee will allow you to help the Chapter plan 
exciting events and beneficial programs while you meet new 
people and make great contacts! 
 

To join a committee or just get more information, call our 
Chapter Administrator,  
Trish Pietrzak at 310-995-9800 or  
email at trish@maverickgroupinc.com. 

 Awards 

 Education 

 Insight Newsmagazine 

 Golf Tournament 

 Greenbook 

 Legislative Advocacy 

 Annual Chapter        
Sponsorship 

 Streets and Technology 

 Annual Installation      
Celebration 

 Membership 

 Programs 

 Scholarships 

 Young Professionals 
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Media Bldg. 
Manhattan Beach, Ca 90266 
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Published December 2017 — Quarter 4 

Great APWA 2018 Programs Planned for 2018! 
We have an exciting line up for the 2018 Southern CA Programs.  A lot is happening in the public sector from new January 

laws that take effect to preparing for and keeping SB1.  Potential topics will include Grant Funding-Subregional funds, 

Smart Cities, SB1 updates, Storm Water updates, Goods Movement, Preparing for the Autonomous cars, the transgender 

work force, etc.  So, we hope to see you at our upcoming luncheons.  We will also be doing a joint event with our MSA folks 

with a roadeo competition! So look at your APWA emails or check out our website for upcoming events.  Do you have a 

topic of interest?  Please email Natasha DeBenon at ndebenon@ghirardelliassoc.com 


